
800-826-3616   peacehealthlabs.org 

New collection device allows for longer stability 

WHAT’S NEW? 
Effective August 15, 2016, a new specimen collection and 
transport swab will be available. The new swab, ESwab, 
will replace the current routine culture swab for most 
bacterial cultures. 

WHY THE CHANGE?  
The ESwab is a liquid-based collection and preservation 
system that maintains viability of aerobic, anaerobic 
and fastidious bacteria for up to 48 hours at 
refrigerator and room temperatures.  The ESwab is 
supplied in a collection kit format.   

Each collection kit contains two components:  A 
polypropylene screw-cap conical tube with 1 mL of liquid 
Amies transport medium and a specimen collection swab 
which has a tip flocked with soft nylon fiber. 

Two different swab configurations are available from 
PeaceHealth Laboratories: A regular collection swab for 
collection of most specimens, and a flexible minitip swab 
to use for eye, ear, nasopharyngeal and other collections 
requiring a smaller swab. 

ESwab can be used for all bacterial cultures as well as 
Group B Streptococcus DNA detection.  Although 
ESwabs are accepted for anaerobic culture, fluid or tissue 
specimen is recommended and should be transported in 
an anaerobic transport system. 

The ESwab cannot be used for viral testing, MRSA 
screening PCR, or Rapid Strep antigen testing.  

Swabs of any type are not recommended for the 
collection of AFB and Fungal cultures; however, if a swab 
is the only specimen available, the ESwab is the preferred 
collection device. 

Access our new swab guide online here. 

METHODOLOGY 
Use the swab to collect specimen and place the swab 
immediately into the transport tube medium. Snap off the 
shaft at the score.  Replace cap securely and label 
appropriately. Transport to the laboratory as soon as 
possible after collection. 




If processing is delayed, refrigerate or store at 
room temperature for up to 48 hours.   
Process specimens for Neisseria gonorrhoeae 
culture within 24 hours of collection. 

QUESTIONS? 
Gary Flom, MS, MLS(ASCP) 
Microbiology Technical Specialist, Springfield Laboratory 
541-687-2134 ext. 8004 
gflom@peacehealthlabs.org 

Richard Ferguson, MA, MT(ASCP), SM 
Microbiology Supervisor, Bellingham Laboratory 
360-788-6330 ext. 2967 
rferguson@peacehealthlabs.org 

Cecilia Hauff, MT(ASCP), SM   

Microbiology Supervisor and Technical Specialist, 
Longview Laboratory 
360-414-7410 
chauff@peacehealthlabs.org 

Denise Jones MT(ASCP), SM 
Microbiology Manager, Vancouver Laboratory 
360-514-3838 
djones@peacehealthlabs.org 

Crystal Hanson, MT 
Ketchikan Laboratory Manager 
907-228-8300 ext. 7337 
chanson@peacehealthlabs.org 
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